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'‘An Art Song might be defined as "a poem set to music, usually for
trained voice and piano accompaniment with a duration of about three
minutes." But more than this simple definition denotes, an Art Song strives
to be the perfect combination of music and literature, based on four
elements: poet, composer, singer and accompanist. The composer uses
the full resources of the art form to embellish the poet's text, sometimes
even realizing potential interpretations that were not explicit in the poet's
words. In well-realized Art Song, the composer creates a duet between
the accompanist and the vocalist. That is, the Art Song paints for us a
picture of what the poet might have envisioned. The performance of an
Art Song literally breathes life into this picture through a complementary,
coordinated partnership among the four significant elements.'
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The song that | came to sing remains unsung to this day.
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